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Abstract 

The parallel (and increasingly integrated) development of the Bologna and Lisbon processes 
over the course of the past decade has seen the emergence of a structured European policy 
space in the areas of higher education and research policy. Drawing on and expanding the 
toolkit of ‘soft’ policy instruments characteristic of the ‘Open Method of Co-ordination’, both 
national and supranational actors have contributed to the development of progressively better 
articulated European-level policy templates governing the development of the university sector 
and its wider socio-economic functions. The core objective of this study is to understand this 
process of ‘Europeanisation’, analysing the normative frameworks and institutional dynamics 
which have come to structure the emerging ‘European university policy space’. 

Specifically, the EURO-UNI project encompasses four main phases, corresponding to its four 
work packages. The first stage of the project introduces an innovative theoretical framework 
for the understanding of Europeanisation as a ‘dialogical’ process, deriving from ongoing work 
which explores the synergies between new institutionalist and political sociology approaches 
to the study of public policy.  The two subsequent phases of the project concentrate on original 
empirical research, looking first at the development of European-level normative frameworks 
in the sector, and then at the main institutional actors who have shaped the agenda. This will 
entail intensive periods of documentary research and fieldwork (both in Brussels and selected 
national centers). In the final phase of the project, conclusions will be drawn concerning the 
dynamics of Europeanisation as a process, as well as its substantive consequences in terms 
of the articulation of a particular vision of the institutional role and purpose of the university. A 
forward research agenda is further defined, turning attention more directly to the analysis of 
the national sources/impacts of policy and to the comparison of European experience with 
developments in other global regions. 


